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PARLIAMENTARY PARTIES QUIZ 
L.A. ON ROBERTS REPORT 


During June representatives of the Association, namely Messrs. Gardner, Paton, Hutchings 
and the Secretary, were received by Committees of the Parliamentary Conservative, 
Labour and Liberal Parties at the House of Commons. On each occasion Mr. Gardner, who 
led the deputation, opened by explaining the problems which led to the appointment of 
the Roberts Committee. That Committee’s Report, he said, represented a compromise 
between the differing views which had been put before it, and it was important that 
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nothing should be done to interfere with the pattern of reform laid down by 


e Commit- 


tee in order to placate authorities which were too small to provide an efficient library 


service by modern standards. 


At each of the three meetings, the Association’s representatives then underwent intensive ———- by 


Members of Parliament, who were clearly well-informed of the Roberts Committee’s pro 


and of the 


smaller authorities’ opposition to them. The following are examples of questions which were put. 


They asked— 

Why should some smaller authorities lose their 
powers to counties whose standards of: ficiency were 
even lower? 

Were not the smaller authorities being sacrificed to 
bolster up the county service? 

Where were the smaller authorities to find the 
money for increased expenditure on books? 

What evidence was there that the public were dis- 
satisfied with the existing library service? 

How could one justify Ministry direction in a 
service financed wholly from rates? 

Was not the suggestion that the Government 
should lay down a minimum figure for expenditure 
by local authorities at variance with the principle of 
the new block grant which left authorities to spend 
their money as they thought fit ? 

and from one Member— 

Should there not be a charge made to borrowers 
of fiction? 

These questions, and many more, were fully dealt 
with by the Association’s representatives, and they 
were satisfied that in these three meetings they had 
explained and justified the Association's views to 
most of the Members of Parliament who are likely 
to shape the policy of Parliament on public libraries 
during the next few years. 


Mr. T. Rowland Powel, M.A., who has been a 
member of the L.A.’s secretariat since 1929, and 
Editor of the Subject Index to Periodicals since its 
inception in 1931, is retiring shortly. Warm tributes 
to his services to the Association over these 30 years 
were paid to him at the last meeting of the Council. 
Mr. Powel’s successor as Editor of the Subject Index 
is Mr. P. Ferriday, B.A., formerly the Deputy 
Editor. 

Mr. A. H. Holloway, at present head of the 
Ministry of Supply Technical Information and 
Library Services (T.I.L.), will succeed Mr. H. L.R. 
Hinkley as Librarian of the Admiralty Centre for 
Scientific Information and Liaison eee Mr, 
Holloway is well known in Aslib circles. 

Robert G. Vosper, director of libraries in the 
University of Kansas, U.S.A., has been awarded a 
| Guggenheim Fellowship to enable him to study 
“historical trends in the growthand development of 





book collections in British university libraries’. 
| Mr. James Laver, the well-known authority on 
| the history of costume, is to retire in August from his 
| post of Keeper of the Departments of Paintings, En- 
| gtavings, and Illustrations and Design, at the Vic- 
| toria and Albert Museum. 
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Red on the Map—1960 
Style 
inning in 1960 the Government are to 

spend half-a-million pounds a year on 
subsidizing the production and distribution 
of cheap editions, probably paper-back, of 
a limited number of titles of books “that 
have a wide mass appeal reflecting British 
thought and British ideas”. This 1s one of 
five main proposals to increase the flow of 
British books and periodicals overseas, 
which were announced in Parliament by 
Dr. Charles Hill who made a tour abroad a 
few months ago to assess the position of 
overseas British information services. 

Two of the points in the plan concerned library 


provision—the Government intend to authorize a 
further expansion of the British Council’s library 


services in several countries and to increase the | 
Council's resources for the presentation of booksand | 


periodicals abroad. Through the British Council, the 
| built in Derbyshire since 1932, the combined library 


Government have decided to assist the development 


of library systems in a number of colonial territories, | 
_method of prefabrication and costing about 


including the establishment of central libraries, 
regional branches, book vans, and book boxes. It 


has been found that the real problem in colonial | 


territories is the rudimentary nature of the book 
trade and the paucity of library facilities. 


But not Books alone... 
The announcement of these proposals to 
expand the British Council’s library ser- 
vices abroad drew the following comments 
which were contained in a letter to The 
Times from the Secretary of the L.A. 
This is not an inappropriate time to remind those 


responsible for this service that books alone do not 
ms a library. It must be staffed by experienced 
librarians, able fully to exploit its resources, trained 
to help users and of sufficient standing to secure their 
confidence, and well informed regarding the wider 
range of materials which can be utilized if necessary. 


The British Council unfortunately does not recog- 
nise this truism. At present it maintains nearly 140 
libraries in 6s countries, but employs overseas only 
13 British professional librarians, all of whom are not 

aged in library work. The remaining libraries are 
staffed by local clerks, mostly totally inexperienced 
as librarians, none with the necessary background of 
knowledge of British books and the British way of 
life... 


62 








First Combined County 

egional and Technical 
College Library 
A novel development has been the opening 
at Heanor, Derbyshire, of a new county 
regional library, with which has been in- 
corporated the library of the local Techni- 
cal College. At the opening ceremony, on 
30th May, it was claimed: “This is a new 
arrangement which has never been tried 
in any other library and it may be that what 
we have started today may influence other 
county libraries”. 

Both the old Heanor county library, which was 
built 30 years ago, and the library of the Heanor 


| Technical College, had become inadequate. So when 
| it became 
| library bui 
| accommodation also for the technical library, with 


eg at last to plan for a new county 
ding, it seemed only sensible to provide 


all the advantages which would result from the 
services being brought together under one roof. 
The first county regional library to have been 


at Heanor is a two storey building using the Derwent 
£27,000. On the ground floor are the adult and 


children’s lending libraries and regional administra- 
tive offices and staff rooms. The first floor houses the 


| technical college library and consists of a main read- 
| ing room and two study rooms for group work. 


Both libraries will be run by the county staff and 


| the regional librarian (Mr. J. Roe) will 2iso be the 
| technical college librarian. With the enlargement of 


the college library it is being made available as well 


| to all bona fide students in the area. 


Having been without a junior library for a long 
time, nearly 2,000 children enrolled at Heanor during 


| the first week. 


Manchester School of Librarianship 

It is no longer possible to consider applications for 
admission to the full-time Registration Course in 
1959-60. Applications for the Final Course will be 
considered its ubmitted by 11th September next. The 
session will commence on sth October. The closing- 
date for admission to the full-time Registration 
_Course in 1960-61 will be ill be 30th April, 1960. 


We feel it our duty to reaffirm that in present 
circumstances the British Council libraries are per- 
forming only a fraction of what they could, at a 
relatively litte greater cost, were they properly staffed. 
And we are concerned that they Should gi give the people 
of other countries such a poor idea of British public 
library ideals. 





A Pioneer of ‘ Pint-size’ Print 


“My interest is now just sentimental—I don’t even try to talk about microcards” joked 


Fremont Rider, the American inventor of the microcard. But he was 


rsuaded to talk 


about microcards and did so in a firm American voice that carried all the authority of a 
person who knowsevery wrinkle in the game. Hertfordshire County Advisory Committee 
on Microrecording, in association with the L.A. Committee on Photographic Repro- 
duction, brought Mr. Rider to Chaucer House to give an informal talk on May 12th. 


Rider first postulated the idea of the microcard in 
his now famous book, The Scholar and the Research 
Library. In a sense he gave the idea to the world, for 
it has never been patented or protected in any way. 
The publication of the microcard idea attracted many 
offers for Rider to re-enter the publishing world, all 
of which he easily resisted, being engrossed in his 
work at the Wesleyan Library. But one American 
industrialist (the “Get-me-that-guy-Rider-on-the- 
phone” sort) took more than a purely commercial 
interest in the microcard. He was the owner of a 
metal engraving plant which numbered Fords and 
the General Motor Corporation among its customers 
and he could back his philanthropy with all the 
engineering design and capacity that would be 
needed to make the microcard a successful reality. 
Rider was persuaded to become Chairman of the 
Microcard Foundation, which was registered as a 
Corporation in Wisconsin, with a capital of 
$100,000, to make microcards. Three years ago, 
with the Foundation well established, Rider relin- 
quished the Chairmanship to concentrate the 
energies of a later life on a library, once more. And 
latterly the Foundation has become a division of the 
University of Wisconsin Press, within reasonable 
distance of the microcarding plant. 

“No Competition” 

Early in his talk Fremont Rider was emphatic in 
pointing out that there is no competition between the 
microcard and the other forms of photographic 
reproduction. Their respective rdles are complement- 
ary. The microfilm is primarily a one-copy medium 
and 99 per cent of its production is for that purpose— 
copies of bank cheques, medical histories, personnel 
records are the type of non-book use to which it is 
put. (Microfiche is little used in the U.S.A.). Micro- 
card, on the other hand, is a means for edition 
publishing, and although its field is at present largely 
confined to what Mr. Rider called “library research 
materials”, in his view card production probably ex- 
ceeds that of microfilm. And by using a paper 
base the card becomes cheaper than film: the cross- 
point in cost is at about five copies; at fifteen copies 
there is a clear differential in favour of microcards. 
Microprint also suffers by comparison with the card. 
Here the comparison is between the photographic 
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reduction of the microcard and the lithographic 
method of microprint, and on a basis of quality and 
reduction possible with cach method the microcard 
is the better. Added to this, the Foundation have 
gained a high reputation by insisting throughout on 
the highest technical standard in the production of 
their cards, and have built up a fund of goodwill by 
meticulous observance of copyright. 

All of which does not siealy took every problem 
has been triumphantly resolved and that nothing 
further is left to be done in the future. There are 
troubles to be ironed out, such as the microcardin 
of material containing symbols or numerals whi 
are already small enough in the original: these tend 
to fade or get “lost” in the copying. Then there is 
the question of a suitable reader, which presents a 
much bigger design problem than for reading film, 
with the need for a lens system and the trouble with 
heat from high intensity illumination. 


Double-sided card 

Mr. Rider spoke of some of the current advances 
in the field. The introduction of the double-sided 
card, with its much increased capacity and the 
elimination of curling-up, was of first importance. 
And by dispensing with type-setting and using a 
Varityper instead, they were now able to print the 
bibliographical legend on the face of the card, instead 
of the reverse, as formerly. Then the Foundation had 
produced a highly successful prototype of a step-and- 
repeat camera which was considerably in advance of 
anything so far made. The progressive mechanization 
of the microcarding process had now made an 
edition of as few as five copies an economic proposi- 
tion. All the reports of the N.A.C.A. are nite 
microcarded, and to meet the decision to make avi 
able on cards all the reports of the U.S. Atomic 
Energy Authority a branch plant had been estab- 
lished at Oak Ridge. And there were plans—still 
confidential at the moment—for the setting up of 
other branch plants. 


U.K. a Poor Customer 
Microcards are being sold by the Foundation to 
many parts of the world and Mr. Rider remarked 
that the number of cards going to Russia, Asia and 
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DIGEST OF SOVIET 
TECHNOLOGY 

This is a new, British contribution to the publishing 
efforts which are being made to reduce the delay in 
making known the content of current Soviet tech- 
nical journals to the wide audience of Western 
technologists who do not read Russian. The Digest* 
is sub-titled “Express information on recent tech- 
nological developments in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe.”” 

Design ied production; Metallurgy, welding and 
foundry production; Instruments and Automation 
are the principal fields covered by the Digest, to- 
gether with summaries of general review arti 
(‘Soviet machine tool development in 1959’). 
Selected papers from over 35 Russian, East German 
and other Soviet bloc sources are summarised in 
English and in future issues the publishers intend 
giving translated contents lists of all the journals in 
the relevant fields. 

In the Digest’s second issue (published in May) are 
over 40 English summaries from Febr and 
March journals and there are brief notes pay 
dozen new Soviet patents. The summaries read well, 
many are supported by line drawings or diagrams 
reproduced from the original publications, and the 
whole thing has obviously been produced with care 
as well as commendable speed. 


* Engineering Information Services, 8 Victoria Road, 
Kirkham, Preston, Lancs. 6 guineas a year. 


Cameras Catch On 


After the successful operation since October 1957 
of photocharging in the central library at HULL, with 
an average walle issue of 13,794, a second machine 
has been installed and now working fully with edge 
punched transaction cards at the Gipsyville Branch, 
Gipsyville was opened in December 1956 (see L.A.R. 
June 1957) and photocharging was tried there ex- 
perimentally before installation in the central library. 
A modified version of token charging was then put 
on trial at Gipsyville, but has now been abandoned 
in favour of photocharging. 


Other authorities to go over to photocharging are 
WOKING (Surrey) and BATH. 
Fremont Rider (continued from page 63) 
Africa were far in excess of what came to the U.K. 
Despite his surprise (and disappointment, no doubt) 
at this latter fact, Mr. Rider dovied evident admira- 
tion at a sample British microcard which was shown 
him at the meeting. It was an example of the first 
really high quality microcard to be produced com- 
mercially in this country. This, however, is purely a 
new service offered by a manufacturer; Fremont 
Rider's Microcard Foundation is an established 
publisher in its own right. It was a humbling thought. 


Commonwealth Institute Library. Plans have 
been published for the permanent Commonwealth 
exhibition centre to be erected on a 3} acre site at 
the southern end of Holland Park, London, set back 
from the Kensington High Street. The exhibition 
hall will have 3 ies surmounted by a roof in 
aa dant of collaned tek, wilds in the view of 
one distinguished critic “may prove something of a 
sensation”. Adjoining this hall, in more conventional 
shape, will be secondary wings, one of which will 
house a reference library and reading room. The 
Institute is due to be completed in 1962. 


A nine-storey building for the Deutsche Bibliothek 
was opened recently in Frankfurt by President 
Heuss. The library is the repository of all books and 
publications appearing in the German language in 
Germany and abroad. It already possesses about 
half-a-million volumes as well as all Government 
publications. With a growth of roughly 30,000 
volumes each year it is anticipated that the present 
building will be filled by 1961, when it is hoped to 


add another nine storeys. 


Circular. Provisional plans, illustrated by a model, 
for the new central library at Coventry (to cost 
about £390,000) show that it will be of circular 
shape, with a ramp leading spirally up from the 
entrance, around an open well. The plan has been 
approved in principle, but it may be many years 
before construction can be started. 

Octagonal. A new branch library under con- 
struction at Findon Valley, Worthing, is taking 
the unorthodox shape of an octagon, a shape chosen 
to offer balance to the modernistic design of a church 
built on a corner opposite. Timber columns at each 
of its eight points support a 44 feet roof span, and 
fee is being used extensively to fill the spaces which 
orm the 8 walls between the columns. Shelves 


radiating from a central reading section, and under 
windows, will carry 8,000 books, and in addition to 
counters at the entrance there will be a stockroom 
and office. The cost of the library will be about 
£10,500. 


Science College. Mr. Alan Bullock is to be Mas- 
ter of the new St. Catherine’s College, Oxford, 
which is expected to open in October 1961. The 
college, for which Prof. Arne Jacobsen, the Danish 
architect, has been commissioned to produce designs, 
will house 400 undergraduates, about half of whom 
will read science. Plans are being made for a senior 
common room of some 40 fellows, of whom more 
than half will be on the science side. 

A grant of £75,000 for building the library of 
St. Catherine’s College has been made by the Isaac 
Wolfson Foundation. 
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